Chantal Dauphin

Working group B (April 7th): School and community membership involvement learning

The objective of this working group was to determine how to raise community membership awareness and particularly how to educate children to community membership, by building trust within the community.

State of the art research has shown that citizens are expected to work together to face local demands, particularly the response phase. 

The community is thus considered as people sharing the same environment. 

The knowledge of local preparedness is important but social support networks should be emphasized before a disaster, in order to enable trust in the community in case of disaster.

We took time to share and to discuss about the definition of two words: community and membership. 

We finally agreed on this point of view:
A community is composed of People, who live in same environment (same place & time); they have social links, same destines, within some common values.

They share and communicate in the same way.

At school, in the same class, pupils could share the same identity of the school: school transcends the differences.

Sometimes Community membership can be a negative element.

The first Question we discussed was:

How is it possible to create links between families, parents on the one hand and municipalities and the teaching community, on the other? 

To build mutual trust between parents and the teaching community, joined to local authorities like Mayors, different processes could arise.

- Permanent ones linked with curricula and programmes for example

linked with the creation of a specific centre, such as the one proposed by the CEPAR, which will be a leisure centre with a play activity approach, open to everyone, based on risks and safety rules;

- or temporary processes, which include all local actors and projects.

Safety culture between all the partners needs to be built at the local level (triangle model) with the child in the centre.
The following Question was:

What is the role of NGOs or associations in the community, how are they linked with schools?

To build a project of a common culture of risks , the partnership has to be contacted by an agreement between schools, local authorities

and NGO’s. 

Currently , in Belgium and in France, it’s difficult to work together.

Contracts, partnership agreements have to be signed by the different parties because there may be some lobbying difficult for school to accept.

The very number of associations interested in working with schools can interfere with the main mission of the school.

Our final question was:

How can communication about risks be improved, to create a community trust or responsibility?

Here the answer was to improve the project. It’s necessary :

- to include parents every time

- to involve local press

- to give restitution or feed back to the community, always.

The most important thing is to simplify the messages and to

involve professionals.

In conclusion,

we found our given time much too short.

This is why we weren’t able to discuss the following ideas.

Would creating a blog on this subject be of interest?

What about creating a media buzz around the project?

There is also the idea of giving all members or participants, something, “stuff “or paraphenalia, through a game, gadgets, T-shirts, caps, stickers, pins…etc. a booklet or something that shows they belong to the same project.

We didn’t speak about a twinning programme adopted by the local associations and the local authorities linked with schools, including local leaders on a local basis and including local companies, businesses too, to build a method of family preparedness. 

Thank you very much for your attention.

